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World Fly Fishing Championships

New South Wales , Australia - 1999

MATCHES

WORLD
BEATERS?

RITAIN'S rugby teams were batbened
m the Rugby World Cup, but fortunes
look: brighter for our fly fshermen 3t this
year's World Championships.
Hedd i Viciona's Snowy Mourtains, South
East Austrabia, the format coukd lavour the

Bnish, The frve three-hour sessiors consest of

fipur lake sescanns and one mer Seston
Thes sumts us, 5aad lan Bamr of Hardy
eam Erland, “We fair betier on the lakes a5
ST duning kst year's Workl
Chamgaonshigs. in Poland, There was a
ErEHtET SNt ON maers hen, 50 we
crashed oul”
Some of the Welsh team have fshed the
viniue betare, gnang them a sight acvantage
“Despiia beng vathout 3 sporson, we are

determined o g 00 per cort,” Sad tpam

Clen Ganoch Team Sootland manager lan
Earke s “Caven the Tormat and the guary
of wald browwmies and nabsaloed rainbows —

ERINK W' re CApatee Of Dialing Our egih
place gamed in Poland kst year ™ Sootland
OS50y Fiass the chchest COMPEUc 1 e
champscmshps i Astar Mckellar — reported
b b i his 70!

| eam lrewand, unoer coach By Mution's
fuidance, are a0 ophmsh. “H
ochrstyle condibons T sure we'l canch fgh”
520l Bally whd wall be: iyng oot on Nowernber

§ 1o make full Lse of his local puade

Iiost LK fedme 2 fnang oot tevd weeis

beloee the event (fishad from December 3 to
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*Australian authoribes have restrictions
on certain fiy-tying materials, and will
be inspecting at customs. This is to pro-
tect the country from umwanted micro-
scopic bugs and insects. Hardy Team
England are ardering materials from an
Austrabian supplier as a back up.

TEAM WALES

Moc Margan Gareth Jones
Hywell Morgan Peter Halborm
Terry Morgan

GLEN GARIOCH TEAM SCOTLAND
laim Earle (Coach)  Alistair McKellar
John MoCallum Lain Wilson

Andy Walker Matt Walker
Sandy Nicholsan (reserve)

TEAM IRELAND

Billy Hutton (Coach) Dawve O'Donovan
Derek Walksh John O'Hare
Tony Crowe Hugh Healy : :
P 1, O'Brien John Harsey

Hardy Team England

Chris Ogborne (captain), lain Barr, Simon Gawesworth, John Horsey, Chris Howitt & Andrew Ramsden.
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atch Scene - THE WORLD CHAMPIO

MAD ABOUT

IPS, 1999

AUSSIES SCOOP PRIZES

THE toughest World Fly Fishing
Championships of all time saw hosts
Australia scoop team and individual hon-
ours. Just 140 fish were taken by 00
competitors during 1,750 hours of fishing.
Mot surprisingly, it was mainly south-
em hemisphere countries who dominated
the results, with Mew Zealand picking up
bronze for both the team, and Pat
OKeefe in the indvidual stakes. But
France stepped in to prevent a clean
sweep by securing the team silver medal.
Difficult weather conditions leading up
to the match resulted in poor insect
hatches and made the fishing even hard-
er But the French found the river similar
to some of their own and took full advan-
tage using tiny nymphs and dry flies.
Many had expected the United
Kingdom nations to pick up some medals.
Yet the only award was the silver for
Scotland's Sandy Nicholson, a popular
member of the Orkneys Club team and
well versed in fishing for wily browns. A
blank in the final session denied him the
chance of an indmvidual gold medal.
‘Hardy Team England finished in fifth
position, one fish away from the medal
positions. They did manage two team
members in the top 10, with John Horsey
eighth and Simon Gawesworth minth.
The new World Individual Champion
was Australia’s Ross Stewart and even he

blanked in one session!
TEAM RESULT
TII'tE f-ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ'_' : 1 Australia, 309 Points; 2. France, 352; 3.
clear margins o New Zealand, 376; 4. in, 385; 5. Ha
7500-acre Lake T:m Esgagnd. 395; ﬁf&ﬂm 401 :rrmr
Jindabyne Poland, 415; 8. Canada, 416; 9. Ireland,
i 420; 10. Scotland, 420; 11 Finland, 424;
England team man John Horsey finds e ;z.wbaﬁ;g{u;.ﬁam ﬂﬁ{?m
. . petitors. Here S e
the wily browns have an obsession for crayfish JohirHorsey Bebiiniazs; 17, Ush s, 12 Gemnamy
= LM e 3 stalks and 500 e
in the 19th World Fly Fishing Championships ool abrown .
5 3 in pr 58, INDIVIDUAL TOP TEN
e I Ross Stewart, Australia, 30 Points; 2.
in Australia — the toughest yet! 1Lt oo

T Heathrow airport,

Captain Chris
Ogborne told the

Murrumbidgee River. The
practice areas were qm'tu o wl,

with nising fish and no shortage

away, The take was explosive
and so was the fight. T have
never seen a brown trout jump

i A freshwater

SESSION 1
I DREW the bank on
Jindabyne and looked long and

I then headed for the other
point and fished taddues,

SESSION 2

THE coach journey to the

nymphs and even dnes in search

“Frying Pan Arm™ took over an

Scotland, 46: 3. Pat O'Keefe, New
Zealand, 47" 4. Shayne Murphy, Australia,
47 5. Bernard Marguet, France, 49; 6.
Peter Bienek, Slovakia, 50; 7 Andrew
Scott, Australia, 62; 8. John Horsey, Hardy
Team England, 62; 9. Simon Gawesworth,

departing Hardy of feamires. We were told that so many times in the shallow crayfish, Ok, hard at mv beat, T had abour 75 of that one elusive trout. At hour and our drver also lost his

Team England *T don’t
believe in jet lag” So two
days of travelling later, we
were up bright and early to
look at the venues and begin
our team practice for the
XIXth World Fly Fishing
Championships.

Our chalet was 3,500 feet up
in the Snowy }'vluum.un_a of
New South Wales, overlooking
a small bay on massive Lake
Eucumbene, almost 35,000
acres in size. Lake Jindabyne
was about 40 minutes drive
away and at 7,500 acres far
more manageable. We would
be fishing bank and boat ses-
sions on both lakes, but with a
combined perimeter of 180
miles there was a fair bir of
bank to cover!

The other venue was the
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the compention beats were even

better! Bur I had my doubis!

During the practice sessions,
we all caught fish on the three
venues, but never many We
knew after the first couple of
days that the competinon arcas
would probably be just as diffi-
cult. With gin clear water and
extremely spooky fish, 1t
became vital to blend wath the
bankside cover and to avond

“sky-lining” the fish.

On Lake Jindabyne, I stalked

a brown trout in the shallow

margins as it rooted out yabbies

(freshwater crayfish) from the
soft cl: ay bottom. I)n}p!‘nntr my
Black lﬂdd\ about six feet
ahead of the cr wsing trout, |
jerked the fly oft the bottom
like a 1:‘1"h'1,m_d vabbie when
the fish was abour three feet

water

Ten munures later, 1 fished
through the bay in case there
WCTE any more trout cruising
and ¢ tm,hr my best fish of the
trip, estimated at 5lb. This also
took the Taddie fished on a
slime line with a jerky figure of

eight retrieve. Both fish were
stuffed with yabbies.

We realised that the boar fish-
ing would centre around trees
and rocks, or structure as the
Aussies call it. The main food
form at the time were mudeye
or yabbies, and large flies like
Taddies fished on sinking lines
appeared the best option.

However, I felt every team
would have worked that out for
themselves and to win the
Championships, we needed
some other SITNgs o our bows,

Yabby, a

grub for Aussie
brownies.

But what? That question would
be answered during the match.

Chris Ogborne’s pre-match
team talk was very positive, but
he also made one thing clear -
we would have blanks in the
team. He told us to accept ths,
put any blank sessions behind
us and concentrate on getting
that next fish. Afver all, it would
be the team with the least num-
ber of blanks that would win
the Champronship.

Personally, I had never
blanked before 1n five previous
World Championship events
and I was not prepared to do so
in Australia cither —or so I
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metres of good-looking water
that included a nice bay, with a
pomnt at one end and a big rock
at the other My Polish neigh-
bour had poor water, so 1t was
obvious he would head straight
for the rock thar divided our
beats. The Slovak on my left
started the session standing tall
on the rocks, so 1 ﬁgluu] every
fish 1n his beat would be
spooked and probably most of
mine too!

The Polish angler headed
straight for the big rock, so I
carefully fished my bay At
umes 1 was lying on the ground
to keep my profile low After an
hour, all three of us were fish-
less. The Pole had moved away
into hus bay, so I spent the next
hour and a halt ishing the rock.
Not a touch!

TrouT FisHERMAN FErUARY 2000

11.50, T looked at my watch
and decided to move back to
the rock for the last half hour
Just then, the Pole moved back
and within two minutes was
whooping with d:_']ig_h[ as he
landed a good-sized browne!

Having fished my pont our,
I moved back to the rock, just
in case that brownie had a
mate! With less than a muinute
to go, the Slovak, who was still
jumping around on the rocks
for all the world ro see, hooked
and landed a small browme. 1
could not behieve it

To say I was totally devastat-
ed would be a major under-
statement. Only four anglers
caught n that first sesston. My
blank had happened. I had to
forget 1t and prepare for the
next session at Eucumbene.

way — \i{}[]'l.i_‘l'hl[n_, he did on
every journey! My beat, once
again, looked gmd I h.u.i loads
of rocks, a small bay and a
rocky out-crop to boot,

I fished taddies on an mner-
mediate line for over an hour
without success. Then the wind
dropped and the sun turned on
the power Large black beetles
started to fall on the water 1
hoped that there would be a ter-
mite fall. That would get the
fish gong.

Suddenly, the only fish I had
seen nise within casting distance
since | had armved in Australia
plopped to my left. I fired two
casts at 1t with the taddy, but
decided not to pursue that
option.

[ crawled back among the
rocks for my dry fly rod, knelt

Hardy Team England, 62 10. Kathy
Ruddick, Canada, 63

HARDY TEAM EMGLAND

John Horsey, Bth, 3 fish, 62 points; Simon
Gawesworth, gth, 2, 62; Andrew
Ramsden, 34th, 1 81 Chris Howitt, 59th,
1 90; lain Barr 65th, 0, 100.

IRELAND

Pl O'Brien, 17th, 2, 66; Tony Crowe, 38th,
1, 82; lohn O'Hare, 45th, 2, 86; Derek
Walsh, 51st, 1, 86; Hugh Healey, 65th, 0,
104,

GLEN GARIOCH TEAM SCOTLAND
Sandy Nicholson, 2nd, 3, 46th; Andrew
Walker, 33rd, 1, 81 Alastair MacKellar,
G4th, 1, 93; John McCallum, 65th, 0, 100;
lan Wilson, 65th, 0, 100.

WALES

Terry Morgan, 25th, 2, 72; Gareth Jones,
26th, 2, 74; Moc Morgan, 43rd, 1, 83;
Peter Holborn, 65th, 0, 100; Hywel
Morgan, 65th, 0, 100.
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carefully in the water and cast.
My Claret and Black Hoppers
looked too small compared
with the naturals around them.
So I ook a large beetle pattern
out of my box and pushed 1t
between my lips.

For some reason, I med one
more cast and as soon as the
Claret Hopper hit the water, a
snout appeared and sucked it in!
When I landed that browme, 1

“A fish at last”. England team member
Chris Howitt plays a brownie among the
boulders on massive Eucumbene Lake.
Like many of the fish hooked on barb-

less, it escaped.

—
s

THE WINNERS

DY NICHOLSON 1
still had the other fly lodged in ﬁsk R e b arumher FIRST: The Australian team cele-
my lips! My controller mea- Simaon Siintilial ”iw orld for f }f‘:}'lil‘.l brate their well-earned victory
sured the fish, released it and at Gawesworth il L Lt bl BINE | with a few cans of the local nectar

that very moment, another fish
rose 1n the bay

For the next 15 minutes, |
covered every inch of that bay
until finally it rose to my Black
Hopper and fish number two
lay in the measuring tray Soon
afterw ards, the wind lmh. d up
again, the skies turned dark and
the temperature dropped. I
knew that spelt the last of the
acnon for the session.

Only two people caught that
session and 1 gained a first place
with my two fish, which inci-
dent: 1l|\ were almost certainly
the mlh fish taken on dry fly on
the lakes dunng the entire
match. Things were looking up.

Simon Gawesworth had also
caught a fish and won the boat
session on Eucumbene thar
afternoon and although the rest
of the team had blanked in both
sessions, we had pulled up from
last to fifth!

SESSION 3

IN determined mood, 1 mount-
ed the coach the next morning
at 6am and pondered my fare
during the 90-minute journey
to the river. My beat was situat-
ed in some of the most beaun-
ful scenery 1 had so far wit-
nessed. “Warch out for the
snakes™ came the advice from
my controller.

Unfortun: ately, my river beat
was awful. I had one long,
deep, featureless pn{:] bounded
on both sides by impenetrable

reed beds and ]ll". pads! At the
tail of the pool was the begin-
ning of a run, but the best of 1t
lay between the end of my beat
and the start of the next and it
was out of bounds.

My controller told me that
the Finnish angler who fished it
previously had hooked four fish
and landed one. That told me
he had probably pricked all the
fish in the tail of that pool, so
things would be hard.

After half an hour, a fish rose
smack on the border line
between my beat and the out-
of-bounds warer Without hesi-
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finds a trout

happy to take

in a fast-flowing

stretch of the

Moonbak River.

But it slipped
*__ the hook.

==

Stim bui-stuﬂe&'
with yabbies, +
this wiltl’l..aite ;

tanon, I dropped my Hare’s Ear
Cul above 1t and it took it
immediarely T struck too carly
and massed it

For the next few seconds, 1
pondered as to whether to wait
for 1t to nse once more, or to
cover 1t again. I covered it! As
before, 1t ate the fly and this
ame I made no mistake. That
brownie jumped and jumped
and jumped. I remember think-
ing — not with barbless hoaks,
please! Then it dived into the
decper water Relieved, 1 started
to get close to it, unhooked my
netand.  .gone! That was it
for me during thar session,
apart from one little pluck on a
nymph. Blank number two.

SESSION a4

LAKE Eucumbene from the
boat seemed a good prospect.
Simon Gawesworth told me
where he had caught hus fish
and moved four others, so 1
persuaded my Slovakian boat

partner to head for that bay We
fished hard, close to the struc-
ture. [ used a slime line interme-
diate, he stuck with a sinker, By
now, we had figured the fish
were not that deep after all so I
adopted a nymph and raddie
combination.

As on most afternoons, the
wind dropped and it became
very hot. A few beetles started
to hit the warer and 1 saw two
fish nse. On went the floater
and dries in a flash. I fished the
water where I had seen those
fish rise for more than an hour,
but none rose again. The
weather got cooler and I knew
we had to make a move.

We found the Australian
pair’s boat nght up the end of a
shallow bay where lots of drag-
onflies were dancing across the
water. It was then that it struck
me. We had been fishing the
Wrong water Structure was
fine, but shallow, weeded bays
looked a better bet.

I pulled up a lovely brownie
from the weed on a Mudeve
Fur Fly pattern, but 1t turned
away at the last moment. That
was my only offer Just one fish
was landed that session by the
Aussie’s boat partner!

SESSION 5

LAKE Jindabyne from the boat
was a great way to end the
Championships. However, a
STOMM Was |‘:J'l::1.'.'i|1g and lj}'

9 15am, there were white caps
all over the lake. We were head-
g for Sid’s Bay on the oppo-
site side, which meant pushing
our 30hp engine through the
eve of the storm.

Danny Spelic, our controller
and boatman, was willing to
risk it, as was my Aussie boat
partner Dave Hemphill. We
went for it!

That was some scary nide, up
on the plane over some of the
roughest water I had expen-
enced. It took 20 minutes to get

Fepruary 2000 TrouT FISHERMAN

ﬁ(ﬁ? l'eam manager
ht;aves. bright sun and
fallow water oh the Moonbak River.

o

r.lmsﬂgﬁnme

across and we were all soaked.
Sall, this was the final session of
the World Championships and

I had a fish to carch.

We were the first boat over
the weedbeds in Sids Bay 1
fished Mudeve imitations on a
DI 7 sinker and started to pick
up the Canadian pond weed,
which told me I was at the nght
depth. After five munutes, I had
an almughty take and I can
remember shouting “fish on™!

In double quuck nme, that 41b
Fim brownie was in the net and
we were giving it “high fives”
all round - such was the spirnt
and camaradene of the event.
Soon after, the wind reached
gale force and we were warned
not to venture back across the
lake and to remamn m the bay

Tony Crowe from Ireland
took the only other fish near the
end of the session and we went
back to the shore like two
Cheshare Cats, Andrew
Ramsden broke his duck on the

TroUT FiIsHERMAN FERRUARY 2000

boat ar Eucumbene to win his
session and Chris Howitt man-
aged a fish from the nver.
Unlucky Iain Barr had one fish
rejected for being 2mm short of
the 22cm mummum size and
fiushed the Championships
fishless. But at least that last ses-
sion pushed us from 8thup toa
final 5th place.

CONCLUSION.
FISHING for wild fish 1s never

casy If the weather conditions

are wrong, then they simply
refuse to feed. Last vear in
Poland, 6500 fish were taken in
the Championships, most of
them stockies. With such small
numbers of fish the emphasis
hes n saving a blank — not n
catching a few more than vour
Opponents. It also means that a
bit of local knowledge goes a
long way The longer time you
spend over productive water,
the better your chances of get-

ting that all Important hah

and how he did it..

TF: Sum up the event for us.
Sandy: The locals were fantastic, the
event well organised but the fishing was
hard the rainbows went very deep.

TF: That's quite an achievement
especially in the other side of

the world.

Sandy: Coming second in the world, the
top angler from the entire northern
hermisphere, has to rate as my best ever
achievement. It's unusual for a Scotsman
to do so well, even more so when you're
from Orkney!

TF: Have you fished these
championships before?

Sandy: It was my first time in the World
Championships, although  had fished
twace for Scotland, but the tactics needed
to catch in Australia were like nothing on
earth.

TF: Tell us more about how

you did it.

Sandy: blanked from the boats during
the lake sessions, and even though  had
just two pulls  this tumned out to be a
good performance.

The real shock was dunng the lake
bank sessions. The fish were so shy that
anglers couldn’t go near the water's edge
for fear of spooking the fish. The only
way to catch was to stand well back and
cast so that only your leader hit the water

my fly line hardly got wet! You had to
fish fine with a long leader about 23it.
used a single fly for those wild fish hav-
Ing particular success on a size 14 Red
Tag, catching fish up to 4lb.

This method helped me to win both
lake bank sessions.

TF: How did you cope in the

river session?

Sandy: was lucky enough to catch a
fish with just two minutes to go. Lucky
really!

TF: What about next year's champi-
onships in England?

Sandy: My performance means that I'm
automatically selected for next year's
World Championships. The rainbows
should be easier to come by in England
and may even captain the Scottish
team. S50 beware!

SECOND: The French surprised
everyone with their river skills.

THIRD: As expected, the New
Zealand team finished well up.

TOP ROD: Individual winner Ross
Stewart of Australia.
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1. Australia

2. France

3. New Zealand

4. Spain

5. Hardy Team England
6. Slovakia

7. Poland

8. Canada

9. Ireland
10.Scotland
11.Finland
12.Wales

13.ltaly

14.Czech Republic
15.Norway
16.Belgium
17.USA
18.Germany
19.Netherlands
20.Sweden

Individuals:

1. Ross Stuart (Australia)

309 pts
352 pts
376 pts
385 pts
395 pts
401 pts
415 pts
416 pts
420 pts
420 pts
424 pts
429 pts
430 pts
435 pts
444 pts
453 pts
469 pts
478 pts
483 pts
500 pts

2. Sandy Nicholson (Scotland)

3. Pat O’Keefe (Australia)

4. Shane Murphy (Australia)
5. Bernard Marguet (France)

6. Peter Bienek (Slovakia)

7. Andrew Scott (Australia)

8. John Horsey (England)

9. Simon Gawesworth (England)
10.Kathy Ruddick (Canada)

30 pts
46 pts
47 pts
47 pts
49 pts
50 pts
62 pts
62 pts
62 pts
63 pts



