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Features editor BEVERLY ADAMS previews the National

Westminster Bank-backed World Fly Fishing Championships

ENGLAND ..

EXPECTS

Euro victory fills host §
country with confidence

A VICTORY in the European Open in France two weeks ago has left
England full of confidence for the World Fly Fishing Championship next

week.

But they face stiff uippusltmn from from Seotland, Ireland and Wales — and
our of the last six championships.

‘England are really riding high after their win in France,’ said World b
Championship organiser Tony Pawson. "The loch-style methods of this country

from Italy, winners o

are obviously more suited to the home countries
than those coming from overseas.

‘Having said that, the Polish team, for example,
has done quite a lot of practise in this country, so
we have been fair,” added Tony.

The three man team who won in France were
John Pawson and Brian Leadbetter, both selected
for the England World team, and the World

Championship reserve Brian Thomas.

The other three World team members are
Dennis Buck, Bob Church and Chris Ogborne.
Team captain is Geoff Clarkson who wouldn’t
normally get a chance to compete — but this year

could be different.
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‘Captains don’t usually fish, so I am suggesting

we organise an informal captain’'s match at
Rutland so they aren't left out of it,” said Tony.

Tony's involvement in the World Fly Fishing
Championships began in 1982. Since then, Eng-
land’s best result was second in 1984, in Spain,
when Tony won the individual trophy.

'l have fished four World Championships and
also qualified for Belgium, but didn’t fish.’ said

Problems

1 have always pushed for England to host the
event, and this vear sees the Championship with

Tony.

over 20 teams,” he said.

‘It is all new ground for us and it hasn't all gone
smoothly. The Rumanians first of all had problems
getting Sterling and now they have had their visas
blocked by Budapest. | am trying to get all that

sorted out’, said Tony.

The general election has also caused problems.
to have tea
Commons after all the matches but we think we will
have to scrap that idea now,’ said Tony.

Yorkshire TV were planning to do an hour long
documentary on the championship but it looks as
though they will have their film crews tied up with
all the election fever,’ said Tony.

‘We were hopin

at the House of

Tony Pawson

Record number
of entries
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Grafham Water — one of two venues for the World
Fly Fishing team championship.

BIG EVENT’S

PROGRAMME
OF MATCHES

THE 7th World Fly Fishing Championship gets
under way on Saturday, May 23, with the first leg of

the team match at Rutlan

and Grafham.

The second leg is on the Sunday, and both matches

' are fished from 10am to 5pm. The team result will be
announced at the Moat

ouse Hotel, Northampton.

The individual championship will be fished at
Avington Lakes and the River Test on May 26-27.

Spectators  will
team matches at the
reservoirs, although
all the action will
be in boats. The indi-
vidual competitions
on a private stretch
of the Test at Aving-
ton, a very
fishery, are not suit-
able for spectators.

allowed to watch the
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AVINGTON TROUT
FISHERY
On River itchen, nr. Winchesier, Hants
J Lakes plus sireich of River, stocked daily
NOW OPEM 385 DAYS A YEAR

Summer rale £16.85 (inc. VAT). Season Tickets
available, Discownt for dub bookings

Wirle ar reI-thJM'Tt"
AVINGTON TROUT FISHERIES
Avington, Winchester, Hamts, lichen Abbas.
Tel: (096 278) 312

n:m!tl'leﬁiver'l'eﬂ.
individual of :
will be decided on re-

sults from all four -

NON-FLASH

ADJUSTABLE DRAG

LONG LIFE WORKS ONLY AGAINST

Leeda Tackle Ltd., Cannon Street, Southampton, SO9 2RB.

- You’ll be proud to own
a DragonFly. (But if you want
tokeepit quiet youcan.

The DragonFly is in every way special being
the first iterm of tackle ever to earn a British

Design Award.

aquiet night.)

You'll enjoy pointing out the features to others
and you won't irritate anyone with a coarse
noisey check. Because the spool is controlled by
a one-way drag the DragonFly ;
pleasant tick and if you prefer complete silence
you can disengage it completely. (No need to
advertise you are catching and that can be

a big advantage — particularly when fishing on
Additional spools available so you can carry a
full range of different type lines.

Four sizes to cover every river and stillwater
technique. From £21. At all good tackle shops.

FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE

LEEDA

At the forefront of fine ty fishing.

checkisa
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Tony Pawson reviews the world flyfishing championships

" ENGLAND WILL BE
GOING FOR GOLD

e

@ TONY Pawson with the Individual World Cham-

e

pionship he won back in Spain three years ago.

ENGLAND'S preparation
has been more thorough
than ever before.

The team was picked a year in
advance so that every member
had a chance to improve his
weak points. They have fished
together on many occasions and
are having one final practise ses-
sion just before the big event.

“We have taken the trouble to
organise ourselves properly, be-
cause although the main aim is
to foster international friendship
and learning, we need to put up
a good show in our own
country.”

The only team plan is for
members to remember and share
all the knowledge they have

Country’s finest

trout fishing waters

WHATEVER the outcome,
competitors will return home
having seen the best trout waters
England has to offer. Here are
my views on the places they will
be fishing.

® GRAFHAM WATER ...
There's not much new to be said
about Grafham, except that it's
etting better and better. The
570 acre water, which opened
to trout fishing in June 1966, has
iven 20 years of fantastic
ishing
Now that it has been priva-
tised and taken on by ambitious
Jim Warren the future looks
hrighter than ever. Jim has
stocked with thousands of gquali-
ty trout which could be feeding
near the surface it it’s mild, or

 PIONSHIP: Tuesday and
b Avingion Lakes,

0

T TR T T T
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E Individual Championship.

STAR-STUDDED SQUAD

® CHRIS OGBOURNE (Bristol), is a regular on
Blagdon and Chew Reservoirs, but at home on any
stillwater. He was National Champion in 1981 and
won the Benson and Hedges Final at Bewl Water

ENGLAND must see off top class opposition from
18 other countries to grab the world crown for the
first ime. Here are the men on whom our hopes

depend:

® DENNIS BUCK (Southport, Merseyside), was
seventh in the individual World championship in o
Spain in 1984, and helped England to second spot
e was England's second best
rformer two years ago in Poland — pipped only
E:» myself. A regular in home international matches
@ BOB CHURCH (Northampton), has fished in
two World Championships. He is outstanding on
Grafham Water, where his successes include the
Midlands Final of the Benson and Hedges
competition and the Midlands Federation title last

in the team matcl

year.

® BRIAN LEADBETTER (Bedford), won the
indivudual section of the Benson and Hedges Club
Championship at Rutland in 1984, Last year he won
the Belgium Open on Lake Weiswampach after

coming fifth the previous year.

|

b
b
s TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP: Saturday and Sunday (May 23 and 24)
. . . Rutland Water and Gr.:wmm Water. INDIVIDUAL CHAM-
ednesday (May 26 and 27) . ..
Hampshire and the River Test, Kimbridge.
IAL SPONSORS: National Westminster Bank Lutd. -
L PETING TEAMS: England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Belgium,
b Czechoslovakia, Canada, Finland, France, West Germany, New
b Zealand, Kenya, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Italy, Spain, Luxem-
b bourg and Australia. @ Austria and Zambia are registered for the

near the bottom if the weekend
brings cool weather.

Top wet flies for Grafham in-
clude: Silver Invicta, Wickham's

Fancy, ﬁ:jxpclizn:r. Viva, Ginger |

Quill, allard and Claret,

Butcher, Dunkeld and Green- |

well’s Glory.

Best nymphs: Pheasant Tail,
Black Buzzer, Green Buzzer,
Brown Buzzer, and Green and

N h.
En;lw‘l.:l]'l'dﬂg WATER ... At

3,100 acres Rutland looks daunt-
ing to those who don’t know it —
but it's well into another fantas-
lic_season.

Because of its size it doesn't |
warm up until two or three |
weeks after other waters, so
sinking line tactics are likely to
be most effective.

WO years

rivers.

l Belgium.

Late May always sees a pro-
lific hatch of Black Buzzers. If
they are showing in numbers
flies such as Black Pennell,
Black Quill and Blae and Black
will catch fish.

MNew owner Roger Thom has
ensured that Rutland is full of
quality brown and rainbow trout
and some superb fish could well

| be caught during the cham-

pronship.
® AVINGTON LAKES ... The

rainbow trout rcl:n_rd has been
broken here many times and just
two weeks ago Peter Stone land-

| ed a fantastic fish of 21 Ib.

The main decision will be

whether to use floating or sink-
ing lines. Most of the trout are
around 2% Ib and many tradi-
tional patterns atirac! them.
Mayfly and Damselfly Nymphs
could be among the best.
@ RIVER TEST ... A mixture
of wild and stocked trout will
provide testing sport which
could be favoured by the Euro-
peans who are expert river
anglers.

e individual match on the
Test lasts three hours and be-
cause the championship is in the
mayfly season, there could be
spectacular catches on this
wonderful chalk stream.

ago,

OHN PEAWEDN (Winchester), is at 26, the
youngest team member, but already vastl
:xqcncm:z:d. He qualified for his first national final
at 18, and came third in his first home international
on Lough Conn, Ireland, in 1984,

He has finished 2nd, 3rd and 4th in European
Opens and is particularly strong at Avington and on

@ BRIAN THOMAS (Nottingham), is reserve.
Brian has fished for England seven times. He was in
the England World Cup team in 1982 and 1986, and
was in the winning team of three in the European
Open last season.

@ BOB MOREY (of Bedford) is second reserve.
He has fished in six internationals for England and
won a team prize in last year's European Open in

® Tony Pawson was talking to reporter Andrew

Wilkinson.
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— an honour normally claimed
only by top rugbhy union stars.

Australia, Canada and New
Zealand could all pose a threat
because all have stillwater ex-
perts who could come good on
Grafham and Rutland.

Following English help and
encouragement, P{Jl'dl'!g had
lakes stocked with prime quality
trout and are nurturing trout
anglers to match.

taly have won the title four
times in the last five years and
will also be a major force. They
haven't fared too well in indi-
vidual matches, but always have
d balanced team.

One thing against England is
that all the teams will benefit

ENGLAND'S top flyfishermen are out to
conquer the World at the weekend. The
seventh World Flyfishing Championship
comes to our shores for the first time
when top trout anglers from all over the
globe will descend on our showpiece
waters.

Former World Champion Tony Pawson
— the man who has organised the premier
event — gives you his exclusive rundown
on the four-day bonanza.

picked up in the last 12 months.
“Our aims is to get off 10 a
flying start on the first day. It

|

may take our rivals some time to |

settle. If we have a couple of fish

in the boat before they settle, |

our confidence will be sky high.

“Both Grafham and Rutland |

could demand either floating or
sinking line, so we must take the
right decision and catch fish

|
|
I

from the off.

“I feel England's main threat
will come from the three other
home countries, because they

are all familiar with loch style |

techniques, and matches against
them are always very tight.”
Welsh wizard Moc Morgan
will be eager to lead his team to
victory. He has been presented
with a gold medal by his country

| from an expenienced boatman,
|whu will help out as well as
lmuking sure they stick to the
| rules.

| There's a prize for the best
| boatman, so you can be sure
they will be keen to have the to
anglers in their boat. This wiﬁ
reduce the benefit of local know-
ledge, but I still think England
will have the edge.

- >4

TROUT CHAMP TITBITS |

® ANGLERS will be rewarded 100 points for Scores at Gratham and Rutland will be
each trout they weigh in, and an additional l added to scores at Avington and the Test for
point per gram of weight, up to a maximum of | the individual championship.

2,000 points per fish. In the team match half |
the competitors will fish Grafham on the first
day and half Rutland. On the second day they |
will switch so that everybody fishes both
venues,

® TONY Pawson travelled to New Zealand,
Australia and Canada to persuade teams to
enter. He succeeded making this year's event
the biggest yet.

Getto gri P
with our
€ers

Ideal for bank and still water fishing,
our new design waders give the fishing
enthusiast every chance.
Competitively priced, with excellent slip
resistance and durability, the new Pedex wader is
flexible and comfortable to wear. Belt fixing straps
ensure the waders stay in place at all times.

Give yourseif a better chance, not to let them
get away!

Available in green to fit sizes 6-11.

Simply clip the coupon,
fill in your name, address,
pairs wanted and size(s) and
return with cheque or postal
order to the address below.
(Allow 21 days for delivery.)

Pl

a "\'

Maora House, Forest Road, Hainault, IWord,
Essex 1G6 3H). Tel: 01-500 9091.
N NN N O O S S S I .

Retum to: Pedex Ltd., Mora House, Forest Road, Hainault, Iford,
Essex Wob 3H)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK CAPITALS

.
i
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When youre
building for the future,
try Anglia.

RUDDLE WITH
@Hﬂ ING ELSE !

ﬁ _

As Palron of the Balmon and Trout Assoclation and,
| in particular, Patron of the World Fly-fishing Champilonship, |
I take much pleasure In welcoming those who have come to

take part In the competition

CLARENCE HOUSE
| W,

Fishing is assuredly the most popula~ of sports
and o its devolees Lhe most enthralling. it can provids
days. or perhaps even only a snaiched hour, of relaxation |
in improbable. but often beautiful, places and no Nisher |
should travel without a rod

(M all the forms the sport can take, [Iy-Tishing
is pre-eminent. It calls for a deep understanding of
fish and their habits, a knowledgs of water conditions
and much weather lore. great skill and, finally,
infinite cunning

I hope the Championship will bring together friends, I
old and new, sharing a common interest and that you will '

- I l | l - ] all go back to many days of enjoyment on your home waters

ANGLIA
The building society that cares about what you want.

i e MOULTON PARK, NORTHAMPTON, NN3 1NL
P;.n'.ll'. o TEI'E'Ph'ﬂnE: 0604 495353

Branches and Agencies throughout the country

ECOMMANY FLC THE BREWERY LANGHAM OAKHAM RUTLAND - LEIS ID TEL: (0572) 56911

Winning A World
Championship: Spain 1984

By Tory Pawson

DEWAR'S INTERNATIONAL
TOP TEAM TROPHY
+ £1000 TRAVEL AWARD

It s highly appropriate that the Scottish firm of John Dewar & Sons
snould mtroduce 2 special trophy and prize for overseas teams
competing in this year’s world champeonship.
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sirmarm wilh & good cunrent was e method oo which | had
been weaned A boyhood, figh g o Soot and, Waes ana
inpland, Bno pract S for o ity yearz S0 | was loSunale o

Vliith WORLD FLY FISHING CHAMPIONSHIP
The British Fly Fishing Scene
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s Bl el Sihang 000 Ior Mol 1M 8 Pndred yens The
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The First National

sport developed by the Scols, and pursued with al the
skil and enthusiasm accorded to that other great
Scottrsh art: the destilling and blending of fine whisicy

The Scots also had the shrewdness to stage the first National
L Fly Fishing Champeonship on Loch Leven in 1880; ther help in
s 1“* '--'--,-.'. perpetuabng ths tradiion s therefore particularly fithing,

B . Now, with the world champeonship to be held in Britain,
R Dewar's are making a special contribubion: a trophy

BN and a £1,000 travel award to be presented to the most
X successiul overseas leam, based on performance at
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Loch Style Fishing

LI TGTT the 0 Col REITANONA S we'e 3 ways Yened
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baan Fohed Sach yeas Currenlly with 10ams o 14 per country
The verues change between the iour cosrtnes, bu! he shy'e of
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Vil World Flyfishing Championship:
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Particular Rules for the River Test
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Essential reading for the discerning angler
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Then you'll appreciate Dry Fly,
the best sherry in fifty years.

REMEMBER TWO-WAY
FAMILY FAVOURITES?

————

AT AVERY SMALL PRICE

Al £9,645 the new Volvo 240 DL estate offers exceptional
value for money.

Features include power assisted steening, central locking, tinted
glass, internally adjustable door mirrors — and 75 cubic
feet of space’
See the 1987 range at a Volvo dealer near you, or free call
0800 400 430 for a brochuna.

VOLVO

" Good Fishing, Gentlemen!

We are pleased to suppo

(SCave& Sons

Members of the Stock Exchange since 1906.

your 1987 Championship.

Cave & Sons Limited. Personal Financial Planning
911 Hazelwood Road, Northampton.

Telephone: 2121

England, England!
Is this your year?
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Contedaranon ol E-‘ui & Fly Fighers and the Saimon & Troud
Agzociaton. The CEFF had rsspanabiity lor choosng hwo of
e leam of fve 8 sUD-CoMmmIERE Of ThE CRaMDeonsD
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&lemn:mﬁus.'lgummmw:wmw
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Gooofl Clarkgon | Captain)
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1966, He MB0E Sl AN0EMANGES i RoMme Nternasonals
g won The Gralfem i &% op Enghsh 7o on Lbch
Harnay o was also mn the id Cup ieam n Polandg o 1985
mn in f Y986 wihan ha was bosl Englishrod In the
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Curnh AEord or N Largest ranbow caughl — onl of var
Fipis lrorm B! Waiee

Toam Meombors
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1 e FRE AR S Wi al-round eDeenco 1 raliecied
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1 Soan 0 1984 Rlipng E ngland inio second place, and was
agan a close second to Torwy Pawson o the England fzaman
Foland. He s also & Grafham tropin aenngs

Bot Church
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Weloomrne to famed Gratham Water, ons of
the largest and Mot pEOLARGEQUE TeRerwolrs I th
country Sttuated closs to U borders of
Cambridgeshire Bediordshire and
Horthamplonahire L5 L los & fow rmiles off the
mAln AL Fouts

Grafam Water covers 1570 scres and has
soemes 8 milbes of banlk fahicyg e taberal
abundence of st (ood produces very lange
trout, for instance & L21% Bog woul caught by a
bank angher Inst seasch.

Sinow its opening in 1966 OrafMmam has
Bl L SePULALLON & B Dlember Wop of the-water
fishery and i the chosen veoue Soo many

lWﬁmthﬂ:mﬁm
Fiy Fisliny Championship ic be intha TE

During this the firs year of my ownarship
aryfiars will wilniess many Enmprowemonts of the
Fishery and Lodgs The lodge will nomr &
2 boeneed bar and restaunant s wall as & Mully
oomprelanetee Wekie shop.

Pagular siseniion o the views of anglers,
wii efiFpure that the Ralhery F managed o
| beaneslil and anjaymeent of the Oyfsheman

My bt wiahes and tight lnes slways
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Church Bnan | padbetior Goolfrey Clanson [Captan), Bran
Thamas (Meserve) Chng Ogborme ang Denves Buck of Rutiang

Dolone o i Wond Craemmonaig Faaiong 100 on he Tormes
rrod oy 1084, whon e England eam had &8 Dest resull. Hias
Doen cutstandeng &t & (rafham feherman includng wh

e Madands ol of e Banaon & =edges Tee and the al
Midanas a-Comond Foddr alon Final o 1986

Brian Leadbetier

Hlis il & i AT Al @ fun Of SUCCORE N IeCENT LBEE0NE.
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Chris

rgirge IpCert Engiand CARERN 0rg froguaen!
Aesratongl Won the Nasonal Finel o 1981 and wad he
indnadudl wr s’ o The Bgrgon & Hedpes P sl Bew' 0 1985
Bagaon and Chaw are ba nO™0 k65, Dut & o homes 07 ANy
i £t By Capliereng by ciub team, The Birgiol Flogervors
Fiy F itk 10 Sutomgsnd wOolpnes o Fiopin ol Chavw ang
Girafham n the st two Berson & Heopos UK champianshps
he wicl Dl Rog Bunidied CuDE Brbee s Of ol

JOR ™ Pawagn

Chiniland lowr Mg bl Mighonal Fngl 8 e younges!
alicagd age o 18 Carme Jrd o beg bl i srlled niiaOnaddl 0
Liowegh Conmen 1084 il par Faly Oorbponrphor i dy fegl wem
g Mas Seon DErtoulaty compsient m Euroonan Dpens. i
wineh up o @ hunored taka par, comeng Jrd o he frsl aflernpd
o Drdua Braen 410 @nc) Iot & P 550 Peal i O
WESAWETIDACN |8 80 SuDOnenced A ngion B five
Tt ghgerman
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Brian Thomnas

Hiis e Sl i 100 | sglend and & 8 Gralham
oty wernpt Birgn & the cudnert F CADLE Y DO wi
als0 i the fwst Engih Worg Cup tearm n 1982 and in 1986 in
Begum He has aso lished o E o ooen Coens and was in the
W rrar 1edm o thrgg @8 Wespaare e LS sason

Stand by Reserve

Bob Morey

Argther Conment EnQana Snorman in pn
ErraonEs Bo0 a also snoter Gralt e rophy Wl who
has been very sucoasshl o Grathaen and Pudand He was
Mo o  winid ChunipeaiEeg 6aT A Belg T and Fas
e ahid o Duropoan Cpens, wen A AAT PRl weth Jofin
and Tory Pawaon sl Woswarm pach, 1

Engiand. Engand® iy thes ypur year?
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Freight Rover Sherpa.
First inthe field.

'he Freight Rover Sherpa has always been
way ahead of its nvals in dny CONIESI And the
latest 200/300 senes maodels, incorporating a
whole host of improvemenis, are better still

Available as a van, mini bus, crew bus.
dropside, hi-roof and chassis cab, it can be put
to a seemingly endless list of applications.

Combined with all this is the fact that the
overall cost of ownership is amongst the lowest
for vehicles in its league, Freight Rover Sherpa
- in front of the competition in every way

Freight Rover Ltd., Common Lane, Washwood Heath, Birmingham B8 2UP
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Welcome and Good Wishes
to the International Fly Fishers.

Do visit our large shop and sec our
very comprehensive selection of all types
of fishing tackle
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Clothing Fishing
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prganEnlon of the chamsonghe 1o Tha Word Py Fishing
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m A Vous Bak

i o on, M Chegs chasrod 150 Foaancs and Tranapon
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The Championship Committee is particularly indebted to The Sports Councll and National
Westminster Bank, whose support has been essential to the staging of this event,
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Brian just four points
off maximum bhest

BRIAN LEADBETTER
led an English graud
slam at Elhlf Worl hli"‘lyr
Fishing ampionships
by winning both days.
Brian had the team's
top catch then clinched
the individual title by
winning on the River Test
and finishing third at

A n.
mave him just six
penalty points, the mini-
mum possible being four.
Brian tempted 11 fish
from the River Test at
Kimbridge using a Mayf-
imitation and then
caught a further ten fish

at Avington using shrimp
fly and corixa patterns.
Chris Ogborne was
second with wins at
Grafham and Avington,
fifth at Rutland and sixth
on tl'u.-m Rive:l Test to
amass n points.
England re %r Bob
Church was third on 15
points with second place
on Avington and
Grafham, fourth at Rut-
land and seventh on the
Test. Dennis Buck made
it four in a row for Eng-
land with 21 points.
Dave McLe of New
Zealand was fifth with 21

nalty points, but an in-
erior fish points score.

Brian Leadbetter, 40
described the result as
‘marvellous.” ‘I didn't
dream I would end up as
champion, competing
against the best in the
world. I had just intended
to be a helpful part of a
successful team,’ he said.

'‘Avington was the
venue | was most worried
about before the series
started but once [ had
three wins [ knew all 1
had to do was hold my
own at Avington on the
last day and the title

PERFECT

gt

Trout
squad

live up
fo their \ 4 §
B T e i iy

celebrate their stunning victory.

STORY by ANTHONY HAWKSWELL

£ Bedford i Brian led
WORLD BEATERS! Eng.| , Sedird tugise, B et

land s:torme.d to a r_ecord- side total an amazing 85,330
breakmg victory in the | points compared to the 41,355
World Flyfishing Cham- | of their visitors from the other

i i side of the globe.
PIE:?:IIE ? :‘h: rv:eeakﬁzdl; The thrilling victory broke the

stranglehold of the all-conquer-

would be mine,’ he
added.

How points

Only one hitch

THE matches atiracted the largest number of countries to
ever fish plus an American observer. worked
It is hoped the USA will enter a team soon, possibly in
Australia next year. : THE Championship was de-
Mhuuglllnrgarﬂsm Tony Pawson was disappointed that  cided by a penalty point sys-
&

g’frmb?; 1 WE not ﬁll‘mﬂthe t?:fﬂ‘r;ql. thank:ﬁ to 'trhel Eﬂﬂﬂs tem, Slmr:larl; to thﬁ[ i:isde‘%ll? the Leadbette‘r — Wi nner of ing Italians — winners for four
rway’'s jorn Tufte, the Norwegian Television coarse fishing Wo am- both hi gl :
st e dlpn i s g iy oy is matches of the last five years. They

favourites England turned | didn’t find the Leicestershire
on the style by clinching the | and Cambridgeshire stillwaters
title for the first time in their | to their liking and finished well
history with the biggest- | down in eighth place.

S DAVIER P < wart Bhot Boraun Wales
They doubled the score of | gniched in fourth behind Au-

their nearest rivals Australia, - :
and took the top four individual ;t;r;::da&is'“xaz:tﬂ?"d' while

places.

The only hitch came when competitors who were not in This means the winner of
the individual championships got lost on the third day when any event was given one
arrangements had been made for them to fish on other point, the runner-up two
VEanues. working down the placings.

The team contest was determined in the boats at Each fish was awarded
Grafham and Rutland Reservoirs, with each member 100 points plus one point for
drawing for venue and fishing the other venue on the every gramme, up to a max-
second day. imum of 2,000 points — a

Once the team event had been settled, the best 32 maximum of 2,100 points for
individuals battled it out at Avington and the River Test. each fish.

&, 'm._'; o e £
. X o L

v BN
¥

Cheers from the champs! England celebrate their World victory

1. ENGLAND 85,330 pts
TEAMS 2. Australia 41,355
3. New Zealand 27,815

Others: Wales 23,235; Poland 22,765; France 21,830; Finland 21,555;
Ireland 18,890; Scotland 18,700; Czechoslovakia 17,960; Ital
17,525; Luxembourg; 17,365; Canada 16,920; Belgium 15,915;
Norway 12,455; West Germany 10,755; Spain 9,535; Rumania 7,355;
Kenya 6,640, Individuails

Day Three: (Avington) Chris Ogborne [Ehglsand 16,425; Bob Church
(England) 12,115; G. Gaillard (France) 9,925; (Test) Brian Leadbetter
EEE%EM] 9,970; Dennis Buck (England) 7,335; John Pawson (England)

Day Four (Avington) John Pawson (England) 17,390; R Capisano (Italy)

10,275, Bnan Leadbetter (England) 10,210. River Test. Dave McLallan

H:BI;":'I ;aﬁ%gnd} 10,190; Krzysztof Sasula (Poland) 8,575; N Nichiotti
a ,685.

. - Overall: Brian Leadbetter (England) 6 penalty points; Chris Ogborme
i England) 13; Bob Church {(En land) 15; DEFIIHS Buckley {Eng&md} 21;
Awash on Rutland during the team event ave MclLellan (New Zealand) 21.

22 ANGLER'S MAIL Week-ending June 6, 1987

feat at neighbouring Grafham with
a six-trout catch.

*1 still can’t believe it. "

A former Benson and Hedges
Champion on Rutland, Brian
drew the North Arm on the first

6 Angling Times, Wednesday, May 27, 1987

Aussies defy the odds

FAIR DINKUM! Plucky Australia battled against “At 77 years old | think he'd drunk just a little day and immediately knew he was
all the odds to finisn rurmreee wp. bit too much whi nd it hi
. c sky a got to him!
The team from ‘Down Under’ had to borrow o . ﬁ to have finished
tackle from other competitors when they found runners-u LT :

World Flyfishing championship

at Rutland and Grafham is totally alien to us.
“For many team members it was the first
time thor had ever fished from a boat or with
sunken line. It was a tremendous experience.”
And while England’s stunning success can
be put down to teamwork and planning the
campaign together, the Aussies didn't even

theirs was totally unsuitable for the vagaries of
Rutland and Grafham.

And they had to overcome the setback of
their non-fishing skipper John Sautelle (senior)
being rushed to Peterborough District Hospital
with heart problems.

in with a chance of a big catch.

“I had practised there a few
days before with Bob Church and
we had taken a lot of fish,” he
said.

“I couldn’t believe it when all
the other boats who had drawn the
same area headed for Normanton

Church. We went towards the

transformers and had the arca all
to ourselves.”
Drifting between 10 yards and
ENGLAND lived up to their
top billing to lift the World
crown in style for the first

His son John (junior), who finished ninth in _
the points overall, said: “My father fell ill while anjoy that privilege
he was in a boat at Rutland on Saturday.

"Fnrtunnteh;‘ha's okay and was due to be
released from

‘Most ot us live about 3,000 miles apart so
the first time we saw each other was when we
boarded the plane for England,” said lawyer
ospital earlier this week. John.

" ® TWo-DAY
FULL TEAM

RESULTS

TEAM: 1 England, 85,330 pts; 2
Australia, 41,355; 3 New Zealand,
27,815, 4 Wales, 23,235; 5 Poland
22.765; 6 France, 21,830; 7 Ire-
land, 18,890; 8 Italy, 17,525; 9
Canada, 16,920; 10 Czecho-
slovakia, 16,280; 11 Belgium,

80 yards from the bank with a
Peach Doll on a Peter Drennan
size 12 Wetfly Supreme hook
Brian picked off his matchwinning
catch with ease.

And although conditions were
much more difficult the following
day at Grafham, Brian continued
his incredible form by taking six
trout to top the individual stakes
once more and amass a total of
24,580 points.

“Conditions at Grafham were
extremely difficult. The wind
made fishing w:r'y awkward,
added Brian, who fished a Peach
Doll and Stickfly in Church Cove

They provided the top four | performance.

oints scorers in Brian Lead- “We've put in a lot of hard work
Eetler. John Pawson, Chris | and intensive practice and it’s paid
Ogborne and Bob Church. The | dividends.”

15,915; 12 Scotland, 14,4

19 Spain, 5,590.
Individual points:

S &

Finland, 13,270; 14 Norway,
12,455; 15 Luxembourg, 11,490
16 West Germany, 10,755; 17
Rumania, 7,355; 18 Kenya, 6,640;

1 B.

time at Rutland and
Grafham.

Non-fishing skipper Geoff
Clarkson and his men were red-
hot favourites to win and make the
most of home advantage, but it
was the margin of victory which
was SO amazing.

other team member, Dennis
Buck, was just three places behind
in seventh!

Bedford engineer Brian Lead-
better — winner of both his
matches on the Leicestershire and
Cambridgeshire waters — admit-
ted: “It was an incredible team

Brian went into the individual
series — being fished this week on
the River Test and Hampshire's
Avington Fishery — in pole posi-
tion following two brilliant dis-

ple}gs.
n the first day at Rutland the

off the Sludge Lagoons.

Angling Times trout expert Bob
Church described England’s stun-
| ning victory as an ‘annihilation’.

“The team selection process for
the World Championship has
come under fire from certain peo-

Leadbetter, England, 24,580; 2 J.
Pawson, England, 20,240; 3 C. = —
Ogborne, England, 16,210; 4 B.
Cl%urch, England, 13,385; 5 J.
Rumf, Australia, 11,610; 6 T. Pig-
ott, Australia, 11,095; 7 D. Buck,
ngland, 10,915; 8 T. Enwistle,
New Zealand, 10,365, 9 J. Sautelle
(junior), Australia, 9,920; 10 A.
ondera, Poland, 9,475.

England
ouble?

40-year-old took top place with 36 1: ple, but this proves iLis the right
1 rainbows and then repeated the | way to pick the side.”™

CAN England make it a
team and individual

double?

Don’t miss our
report and picture
special on the World
Flyfishing Individual
Championship . . . in
next week’s Angling
Times.

® ANGLING Times’ trout expert Bob Church took this
catch from Rutland to help England to a sensational
victory in the World Flyfishing Championship.

England

Dennis Buck, Bob Church, Brian Leadbetter, Chris Ogborne, John Pawson, Geoff Clarkson (captain), Brian Thomas (reserve) & Bob Morey (stand-by reserve).

BEDFORD engineer Brian Leadbetter ot Engld ff to ﬂi .. the Wold
Flyfishing Championship with this 36 trout haul from Rutiand.

1. England 85,330 pts
2. Australia 41,355 pts
3. New Zealand 27,815 pts
4., Wales 23,235 pts
5. Poland 22,765 pts
6. France 21,830 pts
7. Ireland 18,890 pts
8. ltaly 17,525 pts
9. Luxembourg 17,365 pts
10.Canada 16,920 pts
11.Belgium 15,915 pts
12.Norway 12,455 pts
13.West Germany 10,755 pts
14.Spain 9,535 pts
15.Rumania 7,355pts
16.Kenya 6,640 pts
Individuals:

1. Brian Leadbetter (England) 24,580 pts
2. John Pawson (England) 20,240 pts
3. Chris Ogborne (England) 16,210 pts
4. Bob Church (England) 13,385 pts
5. J. Ramf (Australia) 11,610 pts
6. T. Piggott (Australia) 11,095 pts
7. Dennis Buck (England) 10,915 pts
8. T. Entwhistle (New Zealand) 10,365 pts
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THE THINGS THEY SAID .

qualified to fish for England for the

at Chew . . .

and the Confederation . . .
“This is the best organised World

aWarld Championship.”
Chris Ogborne, second overall . . .

remaoved it for me at lunchtime . .

38

time on the same day, in the same boat,

“| couldn’t have done this without the
help and support of the rest of the team,
and we mustn't forget the part played by
reserves Brian Thomas and Bob Morey,”
Joe Betteridge, retiring President of the
NFA, through whom the invitation from
CIPS to host the event came. He handed
it onto the Salmon and Trout Association

Championship |'ve ever been involved
with. The hospitality is superb, and I'm
particularly proud to have been President
when two English teams — coarse and fly
— took both individual and teamn prizes at

“We said that we'd continue our close
team ties into the individual — that’s
exactly what has happened, and to the
end we've shared flies and tactics .
Dick Willis, 29th overall for Ireland . . .
"On Tuesday morning on the Test,
drove a Mayfly pattern into my finger.
There was no time to stop so | left it in.
Every time | cast the line caught on it,
which was agonising. Moc Morgan

“I hooked a 4Valb rainbow with my very
last cast at Grafham as Bob Church was

v fish! | really wondered if I'd got a salmon.”
Brian Leadbetter, new World Champion . . .
“I've just remembered — there have been
two World Champions from England,
myself and Tony Pawson — and we

Unnamed Irishman coming off the Test

on Tuesday lunchtime . . .

“If the fishing's this good on the other

side, I'm booking the next bus ., ."

first Bob Church, third overall, commenting

on his afternoon session on the Test. . .

"I had a gallery behind me on the lawn,

and this brought out the showman in me,

so | fished much better. | got a lovely near

3lb brown on a Grey Wulff.”

Don McLellan, top overseas rod from

New Zealand . ..

“The fellah on the next beat to me got his

fly stuck in a tree. As | watched he walked

across the water and fetched it. ‘Who is

this fellah?' | asked my ghillie, ‘is it Bob

Church?’

‘No’ said the ghillie,’ it's God — he just

thinks he’s Bob Church...””

David Swatland, Chairman of the Salmon

and Trout Association . . .

“We are here because our wives have

made it possible. Let us pay tribute to

them, where would we be without them?
“Fishing,” said a voice from the floor.

John Sautelle senior, from behind an

oxygen mask on Saturday night . . .

“Get out there and beat those Pommie

bastards . .."”

| Brian Leadbetter. ..

“|'ve had 63 trout this week. Of those, |

felta pull from just seven...”

Moc Morgan . . . _

" After seeing so many dead fish this

week | hope the Welsh World

Championship in four years time will be a

no-kill contest.”

é

Celebration time for the England squad as
they collect the lion's share of the trophies
at the Northampton aftermateh dinner,
including the winning team’s Anglian
Trophy. (left to right) Bob Morey, Brian
Thomas (both reserves), John Pawson,
Geoff Clarkson (non-fishing captain), Chris
Ogborne, Brian Leadbetter, Bob Church
and Dennis Buck.

) V74| [c} ENGLAND

Home side thrash the world in both team and individual championship

S EXPECTED England

crushed the opposition

in the team section the

World Championships,
fished at Rutland and Grafham
— but there was so much more
to their victory than meets the
eye.

For it was preparation and
practise that characterised this
England win, powerfully
coached and controlled by
non-fishing skipper Geoff
Clarkson who first assembled
his team more than a year ago
for alook at the venues, then
led them through more than a
month's practise sessions at
both venues prior to the event.
So comprehensive was the
resulting victory for the Anglian
Water Trophy that we may have
entered a new era in match
fishing.

The great justification for all
the preparation came for Geoff
on day one at Rutland, Having
thoroughly covered the water,
his team discovered a vast
pocket of fish down Rutland’s
unfancied North Arm below
Armley Wood. The English boat
that found the fish had just two
drifts and left them. As the
boats set out at Rutland on that
first day, just two boats set off
down the North, with John
Pawson and Brian Leadbetter in
them, and the match was as
good as won,

In the afterglow of success,
Chris Ogborne who topped the
first day Grafham weights, told
me: “We should now
reconsider our team approach

second-place 31 fish.
TROUT FISHERMAN

England’s John Pawson nets another stockiein F and’s North Arm on his way to a

TROUT FISHERMAN

the light of this result.”

Chris has every cause to be
grateful to the team training,
having had the chance to
relearn his approach, and
master new sinking line
techniques that also brought
him sueccess in his Bristol
team's Wimbleball B&H heat.
Floating line fanatic Chris
summed it up: “Let’s just say
that I'm in serious danger of
enjoying sunk line fishing
now”,

Pooling of ideas in the
powerful squad came up with a
revolutionary technique, which
relied on a virtually
non-existent retrieve to fish a
team of flies on a sunk line
through exactly the right depth.

No actual retrieve was
made after the cast, the line
merely being taken up as the
boat drifted in an attempt to
hold the flies at the proper
depth, before lifting. Takes were
seen visually, not felt, and in
mastering the system,
England’s outstanding angler
was Brian Leadbetter, who to
stay in touch with the shoals
used no less than six different
lines during his Rutland
triumph. Brian topped his first
day at Rutland, with no less
than 36 fish taken on Church
Fry, Peach Doll, and other
patterns — closely followed by
John Pawson with 31, Over at
Grafham, Chris Ogborne took
17 trout on a Green Tag Stick
and a White Sedge and Bob
Church 12 on Zulu and a sparkle
orange Baby Doll for England
to claim all four top places.
Dennis Buck took six fish at
Grafham.

Brian then returned to his
regular venue, and topped the
rods at Grafham, too, with six
fish the following day.

The result left England
cruising out in front, and
guaranteed all five of the team a
place in the 32 man individual
event. With all four days
competition counting Brian was
way out in front with just two
penalty points, followed by Bob
Church and Chris Ogborne on
six, Australian John Rumpf and
New Zealand's Tony Entwistle
on eight and Dennis Buck on
nine after he waon his second
day at Rutland. John Pawson
had 17 points after slumping to
15th on Grafham.

The team placings for second
and third brought some
surprises. Australia had been
hotly tipped to do well, but no
one could have suspected their
second place in the team

Report: STEVE WINDSOR
Pictures: PETER GATHERCOLE

AR ”«‘? S

minute to go.

competition — beating the
other three home nations out of
sight. This was in spite of losing
their non-fishing skipper John
Sautelle senior down to
Peterborough Hospital with a
spot of heart trouble. John
recovered sufficiently to join his
team in Winchester's Guild Hall
on Wednesday night, but
meanwhile his team were
wreaking havoc with the form
book.

One of their successful
individuals was John Rumpf
who told me:

""We had a lot of help from
Alan Pearson and Peter
Thomas, and in addition we had
afisheries expert in the team in
the shape of our Tasmanian, Dr
Rob Sloane. He had some pretty
accurate ideas about the
behaviour of stockies, and
where to find them. | discovered
when [ fished with John
Pawson that we had similar
ideas to the English lads, and on
our day at Rutland, | felt | really
should have had more fish than
John as | missed a lot of takes.

"We're all pretty good
casters, which helped, but

we've never fished from boats

g ¥

e
]

® CELEBRATING

5 R

... Six of the England squad

Clarkson (capt), Chris Ogborne, Brian Thomas and Dennis Buck.

Brian is England’s ace

ENGLAND followed up their domination

of the World Fly Fishing Team Champion-
even

ships with an

more commanding .

performance when the individual series was

held down south.

They
championships at
and

lcading places
New Zealander

vented a clean sweep by landing fifth place

took the top four places n the
Rutland
when the scene switched to the Test
and Avington lakes, occupied five of the six

and Grafham

David McLellan pre-

but no-one could stop Brian Leadbetter of

Bedford stealing the

match on the Test t«

victories and then coming third at Avington.
taken 32
contests — including 36 in one

He had

Rutland — with fish
doll on the northern
nymph at Avington,

show — winning his
» make it a hat-trick of
trout i the early
session at
falling to a peach baby
rescrvoirs and a leaded

Northampton's Bob Church. who was in
fourth spot after the reservoir contest, also
kept up the pressure to finish third overall.

As expected, mayfly played a big part in
catches on the Test and McLellan tied his
successful patterns in his hotel just before
the match

This
championship which have been running for
seven years although Tony Pawson, father
of John who did so weil this ume, was the
individual champion in Spain two years ago.

Manager was Tom Bilson from Moulton
who is now retiring from the position.

was  England’s

Rasults: Test — D MclLellan (New Zealand} 10,190
points, K Sasula {Poland) 8575, N Nichiotti {Italy) 7685;
. Avington — John Pawson 17,390, R Capisana (ltaly)
10,275, Brian Leadbetter 10,210.

Overall points: Brian Leadbetter 6, Chris Ogborne
13, Bob Church 15, Dennis Buck 20, David McLellan 20,

John Pawson 21

first

Lo

in the

i\

that swept the board in the world championship

reservoir section six at Rutland Water share the champagne. From left: Bob Moray, Bob Church, Geoff

Best fish of the team championship was this superb 4%Ib rainbow
taken by Irish competitor Dick Willis at Grafham Water with one
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before, and most of our
Australian fishing is visual,
casting to fish seen. | didn't use
Australian flies, having picked
up on your patterns, like the
Silver Invicta and the Church
Fry. We also had to barrow long
rods, as we had nothing over
nine feet. Remember this is
purely an invitational side put
together through the auspices
of our Freshwater Fisherman's
Assembly.”

Acting skipper John Sautelle
junior added:

“It's been an advantage
speaking the language. We've
had to throw away a lot of our
ideas about trout fishing, and
the ability to adapt has been
great strength. Of course we've
read English books and
magazines, including Trout
Fisherman, but most of us were
sceptical for instance about
tebms of three flies. Now we
know it works."”

Third placed New Zealand
drew a huge cheer when they
announced: “If you have to be
beaten it's nice to lose to the
host country and one of our
offshoreislands . . ."”
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©® ABOVE — Glory Boys!

England’s all conquering

team proudly show off
their hard-won silverware.
In the picture are (from
left): Dennis Buck, Bob
Church, Brian Leadbetter,
John Pawson and Chris

Ogborne.

IRRORING THE
INCREASE in British
competitive fly-fishing,

it seemed appropriate that the
seventh World Flyfishing
Championship, which was fished
on English waters, should see the
largest number of teams entering
in the event’s history.

Twenty-one nations took part
from places as diverse as Zambia
and Norway as well as the more
traditional European countries.
Other notable first-timers
included Australia, New Zealand
and Canada, making 1987 a truly
international year.

The competition was divided
into two sections. The first, the
team event, was to be fished over
May 23 and 24 from boats on
Rutland and Grafham Water. Due
to the large number of anglers,
each five-man team was also
divided into two, so that three
would fish one water on the first
day and two the other, swapping
over on day two. If that sounds
complicated the execution went
without a hitch — particularly
from England’s point of view.
Obviously as home team England
were favourites to take the title,
though few could have predicted
their huge margin of success.

Day one saw Chris Ogborne,
Bob Church and Dennis Buck
fishing Grafham, with Brian
Leadbetter and John Pawson on
Rutland. Fishing conditions were
favourable with a good wave and
overcast skies, though
early-morning drizzle made the
10am start less than comfortable.
At Rutland boats concentrated
around the known “hotspots™
including the Normanton shore,
and by early afternoon catches
were being reported as “steady™,
with plenty of three- and four-fish
bags. Grafham, due in part to
coloured water, was proving a
harder proposition, though
catches were still fair.

Top boat carried England’s Bob
Church and Ireland’s Dick Wallis,
who boated 21 fish between them,
including the best fish so far —a 4
Ib rainbow taken by Dick Willis.
Most of the fish, including the
“last cast” big one, came from the
shallows off the Sludge Lagoon.
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England’s triumph in the 1987 world

championships was not unexpected, but

the margin by which they won was

spectacular.

PETER GATHERCOLE reports

[ pj- -
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/ A .
New world champion Brian
Leadbetter receives the Dry Fly
trophy from Luciana Lynch,
marketing director of Findlaters.
Back at Rutland, away from the
throng the eventual winners on
day one had slipped off to the
bottom of the North Arm.
Pre-match practice had found
large concentrations of fish on the
peninsula shore of the arm and
here Brian Leadbetter's and John
Pawson's boats could be found

steadily picking up fish. Using a
combination of Peach Baby Doll
and Old Nick fished on lines
ranging between lead impregnated
and intermediate, (Brian changed
lines six times during the day!)
Brian and John produced a superb
team performance, taking 36 and
31 fish respectively. With Chris
Ogborne on 17, Bob Church on 12
and Dennis Buck with six at
Grafham, England were to take an
all-but-unassailable 32,000-point
lead into day two.

As could be expected, day two
was more difficult. With news of
the big catches at Rutland filtering
through, the bottom of the North
Arm was besieged. Conditions
were still good if a little rougher,
but catches dropped considerably,
Dennis Buck taking first place at
Rutland with 12 fish and the
ever-consistent Brian Leadbetter
grabbing similar position with six
fish at Grafham.

With England members taking
the top places on both days victory
was assured, though no one could
have predicted the massive

Smiles of victory: Left to right — Bob Morey, Dennis Buck, Bob Church, Geoff Clarkson, Brian

Leadbetter, John Pawson, Chris Ogborne and Brian Thomas.

40,000-point margin, just as few
would have forecast that

second place would go to the
popular Australians, who fished
tremendously in a style not
familiar to them before the
championship. Not to be outdone,
New Zealand pipped Wales for
third place, with the Poles coming
fifth.

So to the individual stage of the
competition, in which the top 32
anglers over the team days went
through to fish on Avington and
the River Test. With all five of the
England team through to the
individuals it meant Chris
Ogborne and Bob Church on
Avington, with Dennis Buck,
Brian Leadbetter and John
Pawson on the Test. Fishing on
the Test was due to the kindness of
Mr and Mrs Arthur Humbert of
the Kimbridge fisheries and, with
the beginnings of the Mayfly
SEAson in progress, Sport was
assured,

At Avington, with its clear
water and big fish, leaded nymphs
were very much the order of the
day. To make it fair, the three
lakes were split into mini beats
and rotated every 20 minutes.
Chris Ogborne drew bottom beat
of the first lake and took an early
lead, landing seven fish, including
a 14 Ib brace on a leaded Hare’s
Ear nymph. After losing three
good fish in this period, Bob
Church’s fortune changed before
lunch, when he took 10 fish, best 8
Ib 6 0z, to give him second place to
Chris’s 13-fish first.

At Kimbridge, England were
faring almost as well. Among an
early hatch of Mayfly the
irrepressible Brian Leadbetter was
well on his way to an 11-fish total
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Trout and Salmon
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AND SO to Winchester, an
historic and traditional setting
for angling, with 32 individuals
poised to take on the Test at
Kimbridge and Avington. Two
sessions on two beats on the
Testsaw a large element of luck
entering proceedings as
competitors drew for position.
At Avington a pegging and
sessions system was in force.

On the Test, the mayfly were
up, and on the Tuesday it was
that man again, as Brian
Leadbetter took 11 fish and first
place on a variety of mayflies,
including Charles Jardine
patterns. The Silhouette Mayfly,
Shadow Mayfly, Flyline
Extended Body Mayfly and the
Gray Wulff all scored for Brian,
putting him in an almost
unbeatable position. Brian had
been working away from home
and paid tribute to his hotel, the
Crown at Everleigh, whose
Avon beats had provided him
with practise galore.

“I don't find dry fly too
tough”, he told me. “It's not
unlike allowing fish to turn
down with a top dropper on the
reservoir.”

Dennis Buck was second to
Brian with eight fish, while John
Pawson's nine brought him
third on the Test beats, Qver at
Avington, Chris Ogborne
pipped Bob Church by three
fish. Throughout the contest,
fish over 41zIb counted only as
a maximum weight of 4'4lb,
and Bob's eight-pound-plus
Avington rainbow was one
victim,

Chris Ogborne had found a
deadly fly, a Hare's Ear shrimp,
and Brian took all his fish at
Avington on it. But John
Pawson was to excel on day
two at Avington, with first
place. Brian’s fourth was
inevitably enough for the
championship. Over on the Test
Chris Ogborne managed sixth,
and Bob Church, who had a
frustrating morning returning
owver 30 fish that were just under
the 36cms rainbow limit, lifted
his afternoon form for seventh
spot.

What happened to the
Aussies, widely fancied in the
individuals for their river and
visual fishing skills? Nineth
placed John Sautelle junior
commented:

“Strangely enough we were
not too well prepared. | had just
one Mayfly pattern, and | lost it
early in the morning in a tree.
Put it down to four hours sleep

Chris Ogborne on his way to
another victory . . . this time at
Avington when he took seven
trout from the favoured deep
hole on the first lake in the first
20-minute session of the
individual champienships.
Chris was to finish second
individual.

TROUT FISHERMAN

anight for 14 days, orto a
slump after getting up for the
team performance, but we just
didn't put it together.”

And so it was Brian
Leadbetter's trophy. At the
ceremony at the Winchester
Guildhall he accepted the
Findlaters Trophy, a limited
edition split cane Partridge rod
worth over £600, and Farlows
tackle voucher. Chris Ogborne
was second; Bob Church third,
(Bob has kindly donated part of
his prize for a Trout Fisherman
contest); Dennis Buck was
fourth, New Zealander Don
McLellan fifth and John Pawson
sixth.

Tributes were made to the
many sponsors, the Sports
Council; Nat West Bank;
Findlaters; Dewars (whose Pipe
Major Willie Cochran piped the
event throughout); Volvo;
Freight Rover; the Humberts
who gave the Test beats; Mrs
Holland at Avington; and
innumerable other sponsors.

This was the week that World
competition in fly fishing came
of age. The next event will be
in Tasmania in November
1988, for wild fish, and from the
shore — a different kettle of
fish.

Bob Church

TROUT FISHERMAN
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knows Avington from old, so he was able to winkle
out this 8Ib 6oz rainbow on an orange palmered nymph from a
difficult swim to finish second behind Chris Ogborne.

SERN i

4

Brian Leadbetter, the
New World Flyfishing
Champion, steals a kiss
from the glamorous
Luciana Lynch,
commercial director for

Brian with the winner’s
Dry Fly Sherry Trophy.

Whoops. . . our Bob
takes a tumble on the
Test as he lands a
three-pound brownie
after a frustrating
morning landing
undersized rainbows
from a deep hole.

RESULTS

Team championships (Points
scored 100 per fish, one point
per gram up to 2 kilos per fish.)
1. England, 85,330; 2. Australia,
41,350; 3. New Zealand, 27,815;
4. Wales, 23,235; 5. Poland,
22,765; 6. France, 21,830;

7. Ireland, 18,890; 8. ltaly,
17,525; 9. Canada, 16,920;

10. Czechoslavakia, 16,280;

11. Belgium, 15,315;

12. Scotland, 14,460;

13. Finland, 13,270;

14. Norway, 12,455;

15. Luxemburg, 11,490;

16. West Germany, 10,755;

17. Rumania, 7,355; 18. Kenya,
6,640; 19 Spain, 5,590.
Individual Champicnships
(Lowest score wins, one point
for first, two for second etc, cut
to 32 on day three.)

First: Brian Leadbetter: 1+ 1+
1+ 4 =7; Second: Chris
Ogborne: 1+5+1+6=13;
Third: Bob Church: 2+ 4+ 2 +

Pramsfng” what he preaches, Trout and Salmon
contributor Chris Ogborne slips the net under another
Rutfand rainbow.

%_eﬁ‘: Wales’ Moc Morgan with a mixed brace from the
est.

taken on Shadow Mayfly,
Silhouette Mayfly and Grey Wulff
— an effort which was to give him
first place yet again! Dennis Buck
and John Pawson, in second and
third places, did well enough to
keep themselves right up there in
the rankings. It was interesting to
note that with fish coming well to
the Mayfly many anglers used flies
which were simply too small. As
Mick Lunn, headkeeper of the
prestigious Houghton Club,
commented, “‘Once they've tasted
the Mayfly you’'re wasting your
time with small flies.™

Even though Brian Leadbetter
had taken first spot three times,
the title of world champion was
still to be secured. Chris Ogborne,
in second place, was still in with a
slim chance, though it meant
Brian coming lower than fifth on
the final day. After a slow start,
due in part to a bad draw, Brian
took fish consistently in all but the
last two sessions at Avington.
John Pawson, on the other hand,
drew well, and was soon amassing
a fine bag, though Dennis Buck,
like Brian, was finding it hard
going.

The Test, too, was causing the
odd problem, particularly for Bob
Church, who had the misfortune
to draw a beat where the water
was deep and held an inordinate
number of small fish. Fishing dry,
he took 30 fish in the morning
session, all of which failed to beat
the measure and had to be
returned. Chris Ogborne fared
better, fishing his morning in front

of the marquee and landing four
keepable fish.

As the afternoon session
progressed, the final result
unfolded. Chris Ogborne could
produce only two more fish,
though Bob Church after a blank
morning landed five takeable fish
including a brownie, a rainbow
and three grayling to assure him of
third spot overall. At Avington,
Brian Leadbetter had secured the
championship title. By casting a
leaded Shrimp to cruising fish he
brought his catch up to ten fish for
third place on the day, being
beaten only by Roberto Capisano
of Italy and his own team member
John Pawson, whose 13 fish made
him the clear leader.

So there you have it. Obvious
favourites, it’s true, but England
still did a magnificent job to
produce such a resounding
victory. Not only did they take the
overall team title, but in the
individuals they held first, second,
third, fourth and sixth places with
a five-man team. The only man to
break the run was New Zealander
David McLellan, who put up a
superb performance in his first
ever World Championship.

Congratulations, too, should go
to Terry Piggott of Australia in
sixth spot and Wales's own Moc
Morgan, who managed an
admirable eighth. But England
weren't the only winners, for
along with Australia and New
Zealand, who came second and
third, the sport of trout fishing
came out on top. Even in
competition the feeling of
camaraderie among the teams,
couriers, officials — in fact all
those involved — was a credit.

Next year the competition will
travel to the other side of the
world — to Tasmania, It will be
Australia’s bicentenary so
competitors can be assured of an
extra special event as well as some
fantastic trout fishing. It would
perhaps be too much to ask for the
English team to repeat their
incredible performance, but it
goes without saying that they will
certainly give it their best.

————
Results

Team event

1. England 85,330 pts. (B.
Leadbetter 24,580; J. Pawson
20,240, C. Ogborne 16,210; R.
Church 13,385; D. Buck 10,915);
2. Australia 41,355 pts; 3. New
Zealand 27,815 pts; 4. Wales
23,235 pts; 5. Poland 22,765 pts; 6.
France 21,830 pts; 7. Finland
21,555 pts; 8. Ireland 18,890 pts;
9. Scotland 18,700 pts; 10,
Czechoslovakia 17,960 pts.

Individual event

1. B. Leadbetter (England); 2. C.
Ogborne (England); 3. R. Church
(England); 4. D. Buck (England);
5. D. McLellan (New Zealand); 6.
J. Pawson (England); 7. T. Piggott
(Australia); 8. M. Morgan
(Wales); 9. 1. Sautelle { Australia);
10. T. Entwistle (New Zealand).
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7 = 15; Fourth: Dennis Buck: 8
+ 1+ 2 + 9 = 20; Fifth: Don
MeclLellan, (N.Z.): 6 + 8+ 5+ 1
= 20; Sixth: John Pawson, 2 +
15+ 3+ 1 = 21; Seventh: Tony
Piggott (Aus):9+3+7+8=
27; Eighth: Moe Morgan
(Wales): 6 +7 +4+10=27
(fewer fish); Ninth: John
Sautelle (Aus):3+7+114+7=
28; Tenth: Tony Entwistle
(NZ):3+5+12+9=29;

11. J. Gaillard (France); 12. A.
Tondera (Pol); 13. John Ranupf
{Aus); 14. R. Hanizet (France);
15. N. Capisano (ltaly); 16. R.
Lanser (Lux); 17. S. Suoboda
(Czech); 18. V. Aulti (Finland);
19. J. Lemmer (Belgium); 20. J.
Boyko (France), J. 0'Malley
(Ireland); 22. K. Sasula, Poland;
23. A. Meleta (Poland); 24. J.
Miller (Scot); 25. M. Oliver
{N.Z); 26. N. Nicchiotti (italy);
27. P. Heirskanen (Fin); 28. G.
Stock (W. Germany); 29. R.
Willis (Ireland); 30. J. Eisner
(Czech); 31. M. Lamout
(Ireland); 32. R. Jones(Wales).
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Findlater, as she presents




local com
before

Lake, Deanshanger, Bucks.
5 THE 40-
born on
6 HE once partnered actor/come-
dian Bernard Cribbins in a fly
fishing competition and they have
since become great personal
friends.

leigh, Wiitshire.
& BRIAN hates selfishness in fly
fishing. he doesn’t like anglers
who try and butt in on other
anﬂ:rﬁ who've found some fish,
9 HIS best-ever brown trout
weighed 5 Ib 1 oz and came
from his favourite venue —
Grafham Water in Cambs.
10 HIS favourite style of fishing is
loch style fly ﬁshinf and he loves
Lough Conn in Ireland.
1" ambition is to catch a
ood salmon and he likes to
sh the River Tweed in Scot-

Iz

11 DESPITE being on top of the
fly fishing world, Brian hates to
eat trout and gives his catches
away to friends or charities.

13 HE has been married for 21
Iur: to wife Eileen and they

ave one daughter.

14 HIS World Championship vic-
tory has given him the most satis-
faction during his angling career
. . . and amazingly it was his first-
ever World Championship.

4 HIS best-ever rainbow trout weighed 9% Ib and came from Kingfisher
fly fanatic has a Virgo star and was
15, 1946 -

20 things you never knew ahout ...

BRIAN LEADBETTER

1 WORLD champ Brian is a mean darts player . . . he
once partnered top international Bob Anderson in a

on and got as far as the semi-finals
ng knocked out by Bob's fellow interna-
tional Mike Gregory and partner.

2 THE Bedford-born angler is an engineer and spends his time repairing
hangar doors at American air bases in the UK.
3 HIS favourite fly pattern is the Soldier Palmer.

BRIAN Leadbetter shot to fishing fame following
his stunnth success in last month’s World

"t whot

hampionship.

is the man, who won both his matches
as England became number one in the world and
then took the coveted World Fiyfishing individual
crown, really like?

Angling Times, Wednesday, June 17, 1987

@® JUST CHAMPION! Trout fish.
Leadbetter holds aloft the World Individual Flyfishing
Championship trophy.

ace Brian

13

16 HE once challenged fellow En-
gland star Bob Church to a butter
cating competition . . . and lost.
Both consumed over V4 Ib!

17 AFTER his World Cham-

£1501

18 HIS first-ever trout weighed

just 10 oz and was taken [rom
tsford Water, Northants,

19 HE is also a mean coarse
with pike to 27 Ib. He

took three 20 Ib carp from
same swim on the same

y at a ha water.

20 HIS fishing idols include the

late Dick Walker and top fly

angler Frank Sawyer.
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would help protect fish
stocks) 1 NgF
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YOU'D think that Brian
Leadbetter would be happy
with his lot. Reigning World
Flyfishing Champion and
nner of two major Euro-
pean matches in the past
r. Not bad for a chap who
rned his trade as a coarse

But echl.h;::g‘ ’s not rosy in the
trout match garden as far as Brian
is concerned. He has strong views
on how events should be run and
believes the sport needs a major
rethink.

When he won the crown last year he
hit 36 trout over the head. He didn't
enjoy the “slaughter” but was con-
dinoned by match rules to do it

“It was obscene,” recalls Brian.
“Catching that many fish won me the
world title but I to kill the lot.

“To make matters worse [ had to
pose with a silly smile on my face with
all those dead for the owm
ers. Looking back, it took somethi
away from the actual achievement O
winning the trophy."”

Simple answer

In Brian's view there's a simple
answer to the problem, one which
would not lead to any deterioration in
trout fishing competitions.

“l want to see more catch-and-re-
lease matches,” he said. “It would do
the image of our sport a power of good.

“I don’t think people have to kill
their catch in competitions. A lot of the
top flyfishers refuse to have their pic-
tures taken with loads of dead fish lined
up in front of them. I don’t blame them.

“Catch-and-release is definitely the
answer. It would help to protect the fish
stocks for the locals who pay good
money for their season and day tickets.

“I'm sure a lot of these anglers get
annoved if they've seen a match on
their water and witnessed scores of fish
being taken away.

”mpcrwnaﬂ not eat trout and a
lot of people | know are the same. It
seems ridiculous when you have to give
your catch away to friends and rela-
tions.”

“l can see no reason why every
ﬁ:hcr}r in the country can't do it this
way.'

Brian is modest about his success and
reveals there are no hidden secrets be-
hind his rise to the top.

Mind you, the 41-year-old from Bed-
ford bel that Iulf: eonn;u E.slur:lng
background he im achieve his

“The day before the last national on
Rutland three years ago, 1 went to a

lake near Bedford and caught three 20 -

lb-plus . People thou
mypm a::?;mch a big malggl like that,”
he says.

“I felt it was the best way to prepare.
I just fancied doing a bit o aw‘?l:lhmlg
instead of practising on Ru .
meant | was in the best frame of mind
for the big day.

“Sometimes my best results are
achieved by not ising on
near the match day. It works for me but
probably wouldn’t for others.

‘Things are
moving in the
right

direction 9

World

“1 still enjoy coarse fishing. In fact
two years ago | went back to entering
club events and opens, and won eight
out of 13 matches.”

So how did it all begin for Brian
Leadbetter? He had humble begin-
nings, just like all the other rags-to-

o

Another exclusive interview with one of angling’s leading
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TIME FOR

Angiing Times' editor Neil Pope tracks down

lyfishing Champion Brian Leadbetter . . .

and in a face-to-face interview discovers that the

trout genius reckons it’s time the match scene
moved on ...

ricgeg stories. pecs s A
rian remembers

him on the back of his bike from his
home to the Great Ouse a quarter-of-a-
mile away. His passion for the sport

great times in those
early days. I've had some since. Coarse
teaches you much about fish
habits and watercraft, and you never

lose that knowlndg.
“There's no doubt the things I

His introduction to “spotties” came
when Grafham Water opened 20 years
ago. But this first foray into trout
fishing was disastrous and would have
deterred most anglers from continuing.

In the first season he caught nothing
in five visits and then the next year,
during the coarse close-season, he man-
aged to land one.

wm Brian in those early days,
you 't have pictured him as a

:

€Coarse fishing has
helped me to become a

top flyfisher 9

‘I want to win all the major
titles again’ x5

world n. Hui s will to win was
ingrained in his personality and he was
determined to master this new art.

“A guy called Ron Saint, who fished
for England, was a big encouragement
and he told me to get into competition
fishing.

“I got through to my first national in
1978 and shared a boat with Tony Paw-
son.” He's never looked back since.

Over the few years he's de-
veloped a that is both simple and
effective

“I've just been able to capitalise on
the opportunitics I've had. When you
get on feeding fish you must make the
maost of it. :

“A lot of flyfishermen get sidetrack-
ed. They look round and see a

e

bending

7

rod and panic. They try to copy others
as ngoud to doing their own thing.

“Remember you must treat trout as
stocked fish. Don’t credit them with too
much intelligence.

i k“il:[“ simple. I don't believe in
mﬁ_ :g ¢ complicated. Presentation
15} more imporiant than choice of

“Obviously there are other things to
take into consideration and these come
with experience. But far too many
anglers make it difficult for them-
selves.”

Brian has u;'ll;:s ambition lefi in life
. . . to win all his major ies again
...0na mm:ﬁcm-

Will anyone out there stop him? We
shall see.
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